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q

How to process an allegation of assault
(abuse) by an adult on a child

q

Elaborate on the amendment to Rule 6.5 (a)
that a Bye-Law shall not prevent a transfer being
granted where the relevant Competitions Control
Committee is satisfied that it is necessary to do so to
protect a child from harm and to comply with the
child safeguarding commitments of the Association
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Ø
Ø
Ø

What is the law on this in Ireland?
What has been our experience to date?
The implications for the GAA on an All
Ireland basis
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Key Legislation and Guidance
Children First 2015
Outlines the obligations for organisations providing services to children, to keep
children safe from harm while availing of those services. ….and report allegations of
abuse, without delay

Criminal Justice - Withholding of Information on Offences Against Children &
Vulnerable Persons Act 2012
Creates a criminal offence of withholding information relating to the commission of a
serious offence…against a person under 18 years or a vulnerable person.

Criminal Law Act (Northern Ireland) 1967
States that anyone with direct knowledge or information about an arrestable
offence is required to inform the police within a reasonable time. An arrestable
offence may include the non-disclosure of serious cases of child abuse.
Children’s (NI) Order 1995 and Co-operating to Safeguard Children and Young
People in Northern Ireland 2017

GAA Safeguarding Procedures
q Code of Behaviour (Underage): Outlines the minimum level of conduct we
require of those who work with children, underage coaches, supporters,
referees, parents (Rule 1:13)
q Guidance for Dealing with and Reporting Allegations or Concerns of Abuse
q Code of Conduct (Rule 1:14)
q Child Safeguarding Statement – every two years
q Children’s Officers in every Club/County
q Designated Liaison Person (DLP) in every Club/County
q CCCs at adult and at juvenile level to deal with games related infractions

q
q

q
q

Good practices generally and not so good
7 cases of alleged assault, by an adult on a child (U18
yr. old) in 7 counties in the last 12 months NONE of
which were reported to the GAA Children's Office or
Tusla or Gateway Teams
All 7 cases went to County CCCs
3 new (old) cases reported to our Children's Office
within hours of the Ard Stiúrthóir's memo..one going
back to August 2021
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q

q
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Memo from Tom Ryan Ard Stiúrthóir 1st June 2022
Breaches of law:
- an assault of a child by an adult
- failure to report reasonable grounds for concern
CCCs found that the actions of some coaches to be
‘interference with a player’ but didn’t report
Our Child Safeguarding Statement makes a
commitment to keep children safe from harm
Our Child Safeguarding Statement says we will
report allegations or concerns of abuse
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q

q

It is not necessary to prove that abuse has
occurred to report a concern to Tusla or a
Gateway Team. All that is required is that you
have reasonable grounds for concern.
If an allegation of abuse e.g. assault, involving and
adult and a child, comes to the a CCC or County
Committee, you just immediately report this matter
to the GAA Children’s Office, in addition to any
statutory reporting that occurs.
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Reasonable Grounds for Concern

If the threshold for ‘reasonable grounds for concern’ has been
reached we must act on this both internally & externally

q Evidence, for example of an injury or behaviour, that is consistent
with abuse and is unlikely to have been caused in any other way
q Any concern about possible sexual abuse
q Consistent signs that a child is suffering from emotional or
physical neglect
q A child saying or indicating that he or she has been abused
q Admission or indication by an adult or a child of an alleged abuse
q An account from a person who saw a child being abused

q

q

Coach of underage Team A hits 14 yr. old
boy from Team B on the head as they walk
off the pitch at the end of a game. A row
ensues. CCC investigates. Coach received 8
week suspension. Matter not reported to
GAA Children’s Office or to statutory
authorities.
Coach subsequently charged with assault.
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q

Umpire allegedly struck Tom an underage player, Tom,
during a break in play, as ‘he was dogging’ the umpire’s own
son during the game. Tom’s father witnessed the alleged act.
Tom and father submitted detailed statements to CCC and
statutory authority. CCC held a hearing. Referee did not see
the alleged act. Nobody was prepared to make a statement
as the umpire is very popular.

q

CCC found that the matter could not be proven, due to “the
absence of independent witnesses”. Tom and his father
mysteriously withdrew their complaint, making it impossible
for the statutory authorities to carry out their investigation.

q

Never reported by County to Children’s Office
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Our Association and legal responsibilities require
that if an allegation of abuse, (assault), involving an
adult and a child comes to the attention of a CCC
or County Committee (at any level) this concern or
allegation must be reported to the GAA Children’s
Office.
The matter may at any time be reported to the
statutory authorities, by anybody, before, after or
while being reported to the GAA.
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Amendment to
Transfer Rule at
Congress 2022
Rule 6.5 (a) re Transfers within
a County
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RULE 6.5 (a)
A County shall have a Bye-Law governing the transfer of players from one
Club to another within the County. Such Bye-Law shall be consistent with
Rule. Such Bye-Law may restrict the eligibility of a player to a transfer by
reference to such matters as the County shall consider appropriate (e.g. by
reference to permanent residence or Other Relevant Connections between
the transfer applicant and the Catchment Area of the proposed new Club
etc.).
A County shall have the option, within County Bye-Law, to allow a player to
play with a Club in the area in which he works. However, a Bye-Law shall
not prevent a transfer being granted where the relevant Competitions
Control Committee is satisfied that it is necessary to do so to protect a child
from harm and to comply with the child safeguarding commitments of the
Association…………………………
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Relative to Motion 24, the following Directive is issued by Central
Council to Competitions Control Committees (under Rule 3.43(b)):
If a transfer request cites child safeguarding as one of the grounds for the
request, that ground should only be considered if there has been a prior
complaint in relation to child safeguarding to a Children’s Officer – Club,
County, Provincial or National.
Where such a complaint has been made, the CCC considering the transfer
request shall obtain a report of any investigation carried out by the
relevant Children’s Officer before considering the Transfer request. If there
has been no complaint or investigation, then the Transfer request should
be adjudicated upon without reference to child safeguarding.
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Note: This is effective since 26 March 2022.
The ‘safeguarding issue,’ if considered under
Rule 6.6, must prior to submitting the
transfer request have been investigated or
considered by the relevant Children’s Officer.
SAFEGUARDING
‘to keep children safe from harm while they
avail of our services’
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CHILD SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT

County Children’s Officer Webinar Nov 2021
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